Design and Technology Policy

Cam Woodfield Infant School
[image: image1.png]



	Approved by:
	Full Governors
	Date:  13.11.25

	Previously  reviewed on: 
	10.11.22

	Next review due by:
	13.11.28


Contents

21. Introduction

2. Aims
2
3. Implementation
2
4. Progression
3
5. Inclusion
3
6. Assessment .
3
7. Monitoring and evaluation
3
8. Links to Other Policies
3


1. Introduction
As designers, the children at Cam Woodfield Infant School use their creativity and imagination to design and make products with practical applications in the real world. We believe that by engaging our children in relevant, problem-solving activities, we can nurture their critical thinking, communication skills, and resourcefulness - all of which are essential for their future success.

2. Aims
Our design and technology curriculum aims to:

· Encourage children to take risks and be resourceful when designing and making products

· Develop children’s ability to think critically about existing products and the role they play in society

· Build and apply a knowledge and understanding of key skills in order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users.

· Teach children the basic principles and skills required to prepare and cook a wide range of healthy meals
· Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others.
· Help children develop socially through collaborative working.
3. Implementation
Design and Technology is a foundation subject of the National Curriculum and is a component of Expressive Arts and Design in the Early Years Foundation Stage. The National Curriculum, alongside the Curriculum Maestro progression, support children’s design, making and evaluating skills, as well as developing technical knowledge.
3a Design 

· Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design criteria.

· Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where appropriate, information and communication technology. 

3b Make
· Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing].
· Select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics.
3c Evaluate
· Explore and evaluate a range of existing products. 

· Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria.

3d Technical knowledge

· Build structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable 
· Explore and use mechanisms [for example, levers, sliders, wheels and axles], in their products.
4. Progression
As children progress through EYFS and Key Stage 1, our curriculum will build upon their prior learning, gradually increasing the complexity of the projects and the depth of their understanding. The children will focus on developing foundational skills, such as cutting, joining, and decorating. 
5. Inclusion 
We aim to give all children the opportunity to enjoy a variety of Design and Technology activities.
All children will have an equal opportunity to reach their full potential across the Design and Technology curriculum regardless of their race, gender, cultural background or special needs.

6. Assessment, 
Assessment is ongoing and evidence for recording and reporting purposes is gained from teacher observation. 
7. Monitoring and evaluation

The Design and Technology Subject Leader is responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of planning, assessments, samples of work, including photographs, and questioning of children, where appropriate, as part of the school self-evaluation process. 
All assessment data will be put into Insight throughout the year and this will be analysed by the Design and Technology Subject Leader.  This analysis will involve looking at progress and achievements across the different pupil groups such as gender, pupil premium, age and SEND.  They are also responsible for providing an action plan for school development in agreement with the Head Teacher.
8. Links to Other Policies

· Assessment Policy

· Teaching and Learning Policy

· SEND Policy

· Other subject policies

· EYFS Policy
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