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What is SMSC?

SMSC is a child’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. This is broken down into the following: 

Spiritual

· Beliefs, religious or otherwise, which inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different people’s feelings and values

· Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them, including the intangible 

· Use of imagination and creativity in their learning 

· Willingness to reflect on their experiences 

Moral 

· Ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and their readiness to apply this understanding in their own lives 

· Understanding of the consequences of their actions 

· Interest in investigating, and offering reasoned views about, moral and ethical issues 

Social 

· Use of a range of social skills in different contexts, including working and socialising with children from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds 

· Willingness to participate in a variety of social settings, co-operating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively 

· Interest in, and understanding of, the way communities and societies function at a variety of levels 

Cultural 

· Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage 

· Willingness to participate in, and respond to artistic, musical, sporting, mathematical, technological, scientific and cultural opportunities 

· Interest in exploring, understanding of, and respect for cultural diversity and the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global communities

Aims
The personal development of pupils spiritually, morally, socially, and culturally plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. We therefore aim to provide an education that provides children with opportunities to: 

· explore and develop their own values and beliefs 

· develop a spiritual awareness 

· display high standards of personal behaviour  

· have a positive, caring attitude towards others 

· develop an understanding of their social and cultural traditions 

· develop an appreciation of the diversity of other cultures
Implementation
All curriculum areas have a contribution to a child’s SMSC development. This may be done implicitly by providing a range of activities that foster creativity, imagination, questioning, enjoyment, fascination, independence, investigation, reflection and participation. It may also be taught explicitly through RE, PSHE and collective worship. 
Children learn from their relationships with their teachers, other staff and also with each other. All adults will model and promote expected behaviour. Children learn from observing how adults behave with one another and with other children. They learn to care for others and to be kind, generous and respectful. 
Class and assembly discussions will provide children with the opportunities to

· Talk about personal experiences and feelings
· Express and clarify their ideas and beliefs

· Speak about difficult events

· Explore relationships

· Share thoughts and feelings

· Develop a sense of belonging

· Develop the skills and attitudes that enable pupils to develop socially, morally, spiritually and culturally

Many curriculum areas provide opportunities to:
· Listen and talk to each other. 

· Learn an awareness of treating all as equals, and accepting people who are physically, mentally or culturally different.
·  Agree and disagree.

· Take turns and share equipment.

· Work co-operatively and collaboratively.

Visitors to the school are welcomed and provide children with a wider view of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Links with the local church are fostered. Children engage in charity fund raising which includes Children in Need and Comic/Sport Relief. 
The home-school agreement supports the development of effective partnerships within home and school. Children are taught and encouraged to look after the local environment. 
In RE the children learn about the beliefs and practises of Christianity, Judaism and Islam. Other faiths and religious celebrations may also be introduced. 
Community Links

Working in partnership with parents and carers and with the wider school community is an essential element of SMSC.  We seek to involve parents and keep them informed through our website, newsletters, parent’s evenings and reports.  Parents are encouraged to come into school whenever they have any concerns or anything they would like to discuss with us.  We foster links with the wider community through various activities such as our relationship with St Bartholomew’s Church.

Reviewing and Monitoring
The overall responsibility for the development of SMSC within the school lies with the Head teacher although all staff have a responsibility to foster this in the everyday life of the school. The policy was devised jointly by the Head teacher and Co-ordinator for RE and PSHE. The governing body will review the policy every three years.
Links to other policies
Assessment Policy

Teaching and Learning Policy

PSHE Policy

RE Policy

