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Dear Parents / Carers,	
 
We have received a letter from the South West Regional Schools Commissioner, South West UK Health Security Agency (formerly PHE) and the South West Directors of Public Health, requesting all schools to review and adapt their risk assessment in light of the rising COVID cases in the region.  They have advised the following: 
‘Where local rates are high, and schools are experiencing challenges from widespread transmission, or where there is a clear risk of widespread transmission South West Directors of Public Health recommend schools invoke a precautionary and sensible set of measures; maintaining these for 14 days post half term (whilst we review) to limit the impact of social mixing at half term.’
You may be aware, as published by Gloucestershire live, that the Stroud area has seen the highest increase in Covid cases, as officially recorded on Sunday 24th October 2021.
Therefore, the school has reviewed its risk assessment and taken into account the advice given.  As a result, we will adopt the following safety measures below for the 14 day period starting from 1st November 2021: 
· Large gatherings in school will not take place e.g. whole school assemblies. 
· Visitors to the school will be restricted.
· Where 2m distancing cannot be enforced then facial coverings will be worn both inside and outside the school areas.  
· Face coverings to be worn in communal areas of the school. 
· A continuation of sanitising shared areas.
· A continuation of well-ventilated areas in the school.

So how does this impact Cam Woodfield Infant School from 1st November 2021?
· ‘Come and See’ can no longer go ahead at the moment. These were due to take place the week commencing 8th November. We will set a new date when we are able to do so.
· Assemblies for the children will still go ahead. Monday Celebration assembly will be via Microsoft Teams; Tuesday and Thursday assemblies are currently done as year groups, so can continue; Wednesday and Friday assemblies are in the children’s own classrooms, so can continue.
· Parents, carers and visitors will be restricted into the school during this period. Online meetings will be arranged instead, if needed.  
· External professionals will be able to visit the school for safeguarding or educational purposes.
· All visitors will be expected to wear a face covering unless exempt.
· The children will eat their lunch in year groups.
· After school clubs will continue as these are run in year groups. 
· If a break out of positive cases forces classes, cohorts or the whole school to close, then online home learning will be actioned as soon as possible.   
· Enhanced hygiene routines will be maintained throughout the day. 
· Classrooms and other areas of the school will be well ventilated. 
· Catch it! Bin It! Kill It! Government Health Campaign will continue to be promoted throughout the school.

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19
If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 at any time, however mild, please isolate as a household and book a test for the person with symptoms (even if they have already taken a test). Symptoms of COVID-19 are:
· A new, continuous cough, and/or
· A temperature, and/or
· A loss of, or change to, sense of test and/or smell.
You can book a test through  https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119. 
If the test is negative, your child can return to school once they are well and have been fever free (without the support of paracetamol of Calpol) for at least 24 hours.
If the test is positive your household must self-isolate for 10 days from the date symptoms started, unless any of the following apply:
· you're fully vaccinated – this means 14 days have passed since your final dose of a COVID-19 vaccine given by the NHS
· you're under 18 years, 6 months old
· you're taking part or have taken part in a COVID-19 vaccine trial
· you're not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons
Even if you do not have symptoms, you should still:
· get a PCR test on GOV.UK to check if you have COVID-19
· follow advice on how to avoid catching and spreading COVID-19
· consider limiting contact with people who are at higher risk from COVID-19
· if symptoms develop, isolate and get tested
Further information is available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.
Household members staying at home for 10 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of infection the household could pass on to others in the community.

How to stop COVID-19 spreading
There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with getting ill with COVID-19
Do
· wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds
· use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available
· wash your hands as soon as you get home
· cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or sneeze
· put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards
· keep indoor spaces as well ventilated as possible – let the fresh air in, even if for a short period a day
· participate in twice weekly LFD testing following national guidelines (recommended for 11 years and over). We encourage you to log your results here: https://www.gov.uk/log-test-site-covid19-results

Further Information
Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

Yours sincerely
Helen Harper
Headteacher (head@woodfield.gloucs.sch.uk)

