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Rationale
The staff and governors of Cam Woodfield Infant School believe that the study of Geography plays a vital part in developing children’s knowledge and understanding of the world around them.  Geography first and foremost is about developing children’s understanding of their sense of place starting within their local community. Children will learn about their environment and the people who live there, and develop an awareness of the UK and the wider world.  They will investigate their surroundings using fieldwork and other geographical enquiry skills. This will be presented in an appropriate and relevant way.

Aims
The National Curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils:

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time

· are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Implementation
In Key Stage 1 we follow the National Curriculum, alongside Curriculum Maestro, to deliver the Geography based knowledge, skills and understanding to the children within our school. Geography is also a component of Understanding the World in the Early Years Foundation Stage. The whole school plan aims to ensure progression and continuity in the knowledge and skills of Geography. Making links between aspects of Geography studied is encouraged, enabling children to build upon previous skills and experience.
Continuity and Progression
Continuity and progression is ensured through the use of Curriculum Maestro progression. Geographical skills and concepts are introduced in the Foundation Stage and are built on throughout Key Stage 1. 
Teaching and Learning
In both EYFS and Key Stage 1 the planning of Geography is through topics using Curriculum Maestro. Geography encourages pupils to be active citizens and promote an awareness and understanding of the community in which they live. Through their work in Geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our Geography lessons. We encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, and aerial photographs, and we enable them to use technology to enhance their learning and enable children to find information off the internet and other programs to support their learning.
Inclusion / Equal Opportunities
All children have the opportunity to undertake a wide range of activities. Teacher assessment determines the next steps in which individuals and groups will access during each topic. Planning at all levels ensures that the interests of boys and girls, and children with different needs, are taken into account. Children are grouped flexibly, sometimes working in ability or mixed ability groups, in pairs, as individuals or as a whole class.

Resources
A wide variety of resources will be used in the teaching of Geography.  

This will include:-

· information books

· a range of local maps at different scales, globes and a range of appropriate atlases

· fieldwork

· simple fieldwork equipment

· aerial photographs and other pictorial material

· computing software

· tablets

· internet, such a Google Earth and Espresso

The Learning Environment
Fieldwork and local visits are an important part of Geographical work and school health and safety guidelines will be adhered to at all times. Consideration needs to be given to conducting appropriate Risk Assessments and ensuring the safeguarding of children and staff when planning and carrying out Geography activities.

Community Links
At Cam Woodfield Infant School we welcome links and the involvement within community projects and visitors to enhance the experiences and skills of our pupils.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting
In EYFS, children are assessed against the ‘Understanding the World’ Early Learning Goal. 

In Key Stage 1, formative assessments take place regularly in order for teachers to plan children’s next steps in their learning. More summative assessments take place at the end of specific units of work in relation to the Geography programme of study, which allows teachers to comment on children’s geographical skills in their end of year reports. Geography assessments are recorded on the online tracking system, O’Track.
Reviewing and Monitoring
The Geography Subject Leader is responsible for the monitoring and evaluation of planning, assessments, samples of work, including photographs, and questioning of children and parents. All assessment data will be recorded on the online tracking system O Track throughout the year, and this will be analysed by the Geography Subject Leader. This analysis will involve looking at progress and achievements across the different pupil groups such as gender, pupil premium, age and SEND. The Geography Subject Leader is also responsible for completing the school’s self-evaluation audit and providing an action plan for school development in agreement with the Head Teacher.
Professional Development
The needs of individual members of staff are identified as a result of the school’s performance management programme.  The Geography Subject Leader will give support to all staff in implementing the policy, National Curriculum and the progression of skills. Other needs may be identified as a result of monitoring procedures, where the Subject Leader will keep abreast of trends and development in the subject and such actions will be built into the school’s staff development programme.  Any staff training or support will be fed back to staff through INSET, staff meetings etc. as appropriate.
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