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GROW – EXPLORE – DISCOVER

History (NC)
Past and Present (EYFS)
EYFS Foundation Stage – Understanding the World (Reception)
Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

ELG (Past and Present) 
Children at the expected level of development will:
· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

National Curriculum – History (Years 1 and 2)
Purpose of study
A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.

Aims
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils:
· know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world
· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind
· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’
· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses
· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed
· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts: understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales

Key stage 1
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented.

Pupils should be taught about:
· changes within living memory – where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life
· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]
· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements, some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]
· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality





Curriculum Maestro Coverage and Progression for Past and Present (Reception)
	
	Reception
	Build it Up a1
	Let’s Explore a1
	Marvellous Machines a2
	Puppets and Pop Ups a2
	Long Ago sp1
	Stories and Rhymes sp1
	Ready Steady Grow sp2
	Signs of Spring sp2
	Animal Safari su1
	Creep, Crawl and Wriggle su1
	Moving On su2
	On the Beachvsu2

	Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. (ELG)
	Skill Talk about the different occupations that familiar adults and members of their community have.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. (ELG)
	Skill Describe some similarities and differences between things in the past and the present.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Skill Talk about past and present events in their own lives and those who are important to them.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Knowledge The way that people lived in the past is not the same as the way that we live now. There have been changes to schools, play activities, toys, food, transport and clothes.
Skill Explore and discuss similarities between aspects of their life and life in the past, using books, stories and pictures.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Skill Put familiar events in chronological order, using pictures and discussion.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Knowledge Words that help us to describe the passage of time include yesterday, last week, before and then.
Skill Order and sequence a familiar event using words relating to the passage of time, including yesterday, last week, before and then.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Knowledge Objects from the past can look different to objects from the present.
Skill Make observations about objects and artefacts from the past, such as toys, clothes and other items relating to everyday life.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Skill Explore and talk about important events in the school or locality's history.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. (ELG)
	Knowledge Some people in history are significant because they did important things that changed the world or how we live.
Skill Share stories and talk about significant people who lived in the past.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Knowledge Kings and queens are known as royalty. Some kings and queens are real people and some are characters in stories.
Skill Explore and talk about pictures, stories and information books on the theme of royalty.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Knowledge Stories, books and pictures are used to help people to find out about people and events from the past.
Skill Share stories and talk about events in the past.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	






Curriculum Maestro Coverage and Progression for History (KS1)
	
	
	Year 1
	Bright Lights sp
	Childhood a
	School Days su
	Year 2
	Coastline sp
	Magnificent Monarchs su
	Movers and Shakers a

	Aims and Purpose
	Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world.
	Knowledge Sequencing words, such as first, next, finally, then and after that, can be used to order information chronologically.
Skill Order information on a timeline.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’.
	Knowledge A monarch is a king or queen who rules a country.
Skill Describe the role of a monarch.
	
	
	
	Knowledge Hierarchy is a way of organising people according to how important they are or were. Most past societies had a monarch or leader at the top of their hierarchy, nobles, lords or landowners in the middle and poor workers or slaves at the bottom.
Skill Describe the hierarchy of a past society.
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	Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.
	Knowledge Common words and phrases, such as here, now, then, yesterday, last week, last year, years ago and a long time ago, can be used to describe the passing of time.
Skill Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time to communicate ideas and observations (here, now, then, yesterday, last week, last year, years ago and a long time ago).
	
	
	
	Knowledge A year is 365 days and a leap year is 366 days. A decade is 10 years. A century is 100 years.
Skill Use the historical terms year, decade and century.
	
	
	

	
	Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.
	Knowledge Historical artefacts are objects that were made and used in the past. The shape and material of the object can give clues about when and how it was made and used.
Skill Use a range of historical artefacts to find out about the past.
	
	
	
	Knowledge Historical information can be presented in a variety of ways. For example, in a non-chronological report, information about a historical topic is presented without organising it into chronological order.
Skill Present historical information in a simple non-chronological report, independent writing, chart, structural model, fact file, quiz, story or biography.
	
	
	

	
	
	Knowledge Historical sources include artefacts, written accounts, photographs and paintings.
Skill Express an opinion about a historical source.
	
	
	
	Knowledge Artefacts are objects and things made by people rather than natural objects. They provide evidence about the past. Examples include coins, buildings, written texts or ruins.
Skill Examine an artefact and suggest what it is, where it is from, when and why it was made and who owned it.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Knowledge A viewpoint is a person's own opinion or way of thinking about something.
Skill Use historical sources to begin to identify viewpoint.
	
	
	

	
	
	Year 1
	Bright Lights sp
	Childhood a
	School Days su
	Year 2
	Coastline sp
	Magnificent Monarchs su
	Movers and Shakers a

	
	Learn about changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life.
	Knowledge Identifying similarities and differences helps us to make comparisons between life now and in the past.
Skill Identify similarities and differences between ways of life within or beyond living memory.
	
	
	
	Knowledge Life has changed over time due to changes in technology, inventions, society, use of materials, land use and new ideas about how things should be done.
Skill Describe how an aspect of life has changed over time.
	
	
	

	
	
	Knowledge Aspects of everyday life include houses, jobs, objects, transport and entertainment.
Skill Describe an aspect of everyday life within or beyond living memory.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Knowledge Changes within living memory have happened over the last 100 years and include advances in technology, exploration, workplaces, houses and jobs, leisure, family and social structures.
Skill Describe changes within or beyond living memory.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Learn about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally.
	Knowledge Significant historical events include those that cause great change for large numbers of people.
Skill Describe a significant historical event in British history.
	
	
	
	Knowledge Aspects of everyday life from the past, such as houses, jobs, shops, objects, transport and entertainment, may be similar or different to those used and enjoyed by people today.
Skill Describe the everyday lives of people in a period within or beyond living memory.
	
	
	

	
	
	Knowledge Significant historical events include those that cause great change for large numbers of people. Key features of significant historical events include the date it happened, the people and places involved and the consequences of the event.
Skill Identify some key features of a significant historical event beyond living memory.
	
	
	
	Knowledge A timeline is a display of events, people or objects in chronological order. A timeline can show different periods of time, from a few years to millions of years.
Skill Sequence significant information in chronological order.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Knowledge Significant events affect the lives of many people over a long period of time and are sometimes commemorated. For example, Armistice Day is commemorated every year on 11th November to remember the end of the First World War.
Skill Explain why an event from the past is significant.
	
	
	

	
	
	Year 1
	Bright Lights sp
	Childhood a
	School Days su
	Year 2
	Coastline sp
	Magnificent Monarchs su
	Movers and Shakers a

	
	Learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods.
	
	
	
	

	Knowledge A historical period is an era or a passage of time that happened in the past. For example, Victorian Britain is a period in British history.
Skill Describe what it was like to live in a different period.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Knowledge Historical models, such as Dawson's model and diamond ranking, help us to organise and sort historical information.
Skill Use historical models to make judgements about significance and describe the impact of a significant historical individual.
	
	
	

	
	
	Knowledge A person who is historically significant has made big changes in their lifetime, has been a good or bad role model, were known in their lifetime, made people's lives better or worse or changed the way people think.
Skill Understand the term significant and explain why a significant individual is important.
	
	
	
	Knowledge Important individual achievements include great discoveries and actions that have helped many people.
Skill Describe and explain the importance of a significant individual's achievements on British history.
	
	
	

	
	Learn about significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.
	Knowledge Stories, pictures and role play are used to help people learn about the past, understand key events and empathise with historical figures.
Skill Create stories, pictures, independent writing and role play about historical events, people and periods.
	
	
	
	Knowledge Commemorative buildings, monuments, newspapers and photographs tell us about significant people, events and places in our local community's history.
Skill Describe, in simple terms, the importance of local events, people and places.
	
	
	

	
	
	Knowledge Important events in the school's history could include the opening of the school, the arrival of new teachers, special visitors and significant changes to buildings.
Skill Describe important events in the school's history.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	







Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown of History
	YEAR 1

	Chronological Understanding
	Knowledge and Interpretation
	Historical Enquiry

	Can they put up to 3 objects in chronological order (recent history)?
Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago?
Can they tell me about things that happened when they were little?
Can they recognise that a story that is read to them may have happened a long time ago?
Do they know that some objects belonged to the past?
Can they retell a familiar story set in the past?
Can they explain how they Have changed since they were born?
	Do they appreciate that some famous people have helped our lives be better today?
Do they recognise that we celebrate certain events such as, bonfire night, because of what happened many years ago?
Do they understand that we have a king who rules us and that Britain has had a king or queen for many years?
Can they begin to identify the differences between old and new objects?
Can they identify things from the past, such as, vinyl records?
	Can they ask and answer questions about old and new objects?
Can they spot old and new things in a picture?
Can they answer questions using an artefact / photograph provided?
Can they give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in the past?

	YEAR 1 (challenging)

	Can they put up to 5 objects / events in chronological order (recent history)?
Can they use words and phrases like: very old, when mummy and daddy were little?
Can they use the words before and after correctly?
Can they say why they know a story is set in the past?
	Can they explain why certain objects were different in the past, e.g. iron, music systems, televisions?
Can they tell us about an important historical event that happened in the past?
Can they explain differences between past and present in their life and of other children from a different time in history?
Do they know who will succeed the king and how the succession works?
	Can they answer questions using a range of artefacts / photographs provided?
Can they find out more about a famous person from the past and carry out some research on him or her?








	YEAR 2

	Chronological Understanding
	Knowledge and Interpretation
	Historical Enquiry

	Can they use words and phrases like: before I was born, when I was younger?
Can they use phrases and words like: ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in their historical learning?
Can they use the words past and present correctly?
Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past?
Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for their order?
	Can they recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past paying attention to what that person did earlier and what they did later?
Can they explain how their local area was different in the past?
Can they recount an interesting fact from a historical event such as when the fire of London started?
Can they give examples of things that are different in their lives from that of their grandparents when they were young?
Can they explain why the UK has a special history by saying some famous events and some famous people?
	Can they find out something about the past by talking to an older person?
Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such as information book?
Can they research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help them?
Can they research about a famous event that happened in Britain and why it has been happening for some time?
Can they research the life of someone who used to live in their area suing the internet and other sources to find out about them?

	YEAR 2 (challenging)

	Can they sequence a set of objects in chronological order and give reasons for their order?
Can they sequence events about their life?
Can they sequence events about the life of a famous person?
Can they try to work out when an event long ago happened?
	Can they give examples of things that are different in their life from that of a long time ago in a specific period of history such as Victorian times?
Can they explain why someone in the past acted in the way they did?
Can they explain why their locality (as wide as it needs to be) is associated with a special historical event?
Can they explain what is meant by a democracy and why it is a good thing?
	Can they say at least two ways they can find out about the past, for example using books and the internet?
Can they explain why eye-witness accounts may vary?
Can they research about a famous event that happens somewhere else in the world and why it has been happening for some time?
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